
  

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
OFFICE FOR CIVIL RIGHTS 

 

 

July 21, 2025 

Via e-mail only to:  

William A. Jacobson, Esq 

Re: Western Michigan University – OCR Case Number 15-25-2259 

Dear Mr. Jacobson: 

On July 9, 2025, the United States Department of Education, Office for Civil Rights (OCR), 
received the complaint you filed against Western Michigan University (the University). The 
complaint alleged that the University discriminates on the basis of race, color, or national origin 
by offering, promoting or administering the following scholarships:  

1. WMU Undocumented/DACA Scholarship 
2. Doctors Paul Brown & Bassett Brown and the V. Delores Brown Scholarship 
3. Dr. William F. Pickard Endowed Scholarship 
4. Elissa Gatlin Endowed Scholarship 
5. Dulcet Scholarship 

The complaint further alleges that the University discriminates based on sex by offering, 
promoting, or administering the following scholarships that are unrelated to athletics:  

6. Dr. Susan Burns Scholarship 
7. Lilian Meyer Scholarship 
8. Edythe Mange Distinguished Scholarship  

OCR enforces Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title VI), 42 U.S.C. §§ 2000d - 2000d-7, 
and its implementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 100, which prohibit discrimination on the basis 
of race, color, or national origin by recipients of federal financial assistance. OCR also enforces 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972 (Title IX), 20 U.S.C. §§ 1681 et seq., and its 
implementing regulation at 34 C.F.R. Part 106, which prohibit discrimination on the basis of sex 
in any education program or activity operated by a recipient of federal financial assistance from 
the Department. Because the University receives federal financial assistance from the 
Department, OCR has jurisdiction over the University under Title VI and Title IX.  

OCR will investigate whether the University violates Title VI or Title IX by offering, promoting, 
or administering the above-listed scholarships.  

Please note that opening an investigation does not mean that OCR has made a final 
determination with regard to the merits. During the investigation, OCR is neutral; OCR will 
collect and analyze the evidence it needs in order to make a decision about the complaint. OCR 






